
THE NEW ISRAEL FUND FELLOWSHIP 2019/20
 The Fellowship is a year-long programme for British Jews in their 20s and 30s which offers a 

unique immersion into current issues in Israeli society, opportunities to build connections with 
 

What is the New Israel Fund?  
NIF is a partnership of Israelis and Diaspora Jews dedicated to a vision of Israel as the Jewish 
homeland, a thriving democracy, and a shared society at peace with itself and its neighbours, 
as enshrined in Israel’s Declaration of Independence.  NIF is the founder and funder of many 
organisations working for liberal democracy in Israel. We support Israeli civil society through 
capacity building, creating coalitions, public & legislative advocacy and campaigns. 
 
Our work focuses on Democracy & Human Rights, Social & Economic Justice, Shared Society 
and Religious Freedom. Our values of democracy, equality, and justice underpin everything we 
do, from fighting the occupation to campaigning for public housing for single mothers. 
 
We believe that a strong and vibrant civil society is a core tenet of liberal democracy and an 
effective way to create social change. During the eight day Fellowship study tour in Israel and 
the West Bank you will meet leaders and activists from the organisations we support, building 
relationships and learning from their skills and experience. 

Meeting Anat Hoffman, founding director of Women of the Wall and director of the Israel Religious Action Center

Israeli activists leading positive change, and the skills and 
platforms to lead initiatives to advance our work in the UK.
 
Through the Fellowship we develop a new generation of 
leaders to engage the British Jewish community with 
our work to advance social justice, human rights, religious 
freedom and a shared and tolerant society in Israel. 
 
The Fellowship receives generous support from the Fisch 
Family Trust in Memory of Regina and Robert Lewin. The 2018/19 Fellows with NIF's Israel 

Director, Mickey Gitzin



      The fellowship expanded 
my capacity for thought about 
the Israel-Palestine narrative, 
and proved an invaluable 
opportunity for me to add 
another dimension to my 
comprehension of the thorny 
issue.

Zahava Lever
2018/19 Fellow

The New Israel Fund Fellowship is for British Jews in their 20s and 30s who care about 
democracy, equality and justice in Israel. 
 
 
 
 

Who is the Fellowship for?

Eight Day Israel Study Tour: 
Sunday 21 July – Sunday 28 July 

 
 
Fellows will meet civil society activists and leaders, diving 
deep into the key issues affecting contemporary Israeli 
society and learning how civil society is mobilising to 
address them. The study tour is a unique opportunity to 
hear from social change leaders on the ground and see 
first-hand the issues they are addressing – whether that is 
the lack of recognition of Bedouin villages in the Negev, or 
the implications of Israeli military control over the West 
Bank. The full itinerary will be finalised in May, but you can
 

With Breaking the Silence in Hebron

The Israel Study Tour will start on Sunday 21 July, 
concluding on Sunday 28 July in time for you to fly home 
that evening should you wish to do so. 
 

We are looking for four Fellows with:
1. A strong affinity with NIF’s values, and a desire and 
ability to act as ambassadors for the New Israel Fund;
2. Active engagement with Israel and an understanding 
of the main issues facing Israeli society; 
3. Experience (professional or voluntary) of leadership 
and activities such as events organising, fund-raising, 
campaigning, writing, or community organising. 

We are committed to social inclusion and diversity, and welcome applications from anyone 
in their 20s and 30s who identifies as part of the British Jewish community. No previous 
engagement with the New Israel Fund is necessary. We accommodate the religious 
requirements of all of our participants, and warmly welcome Fellows from all streams of 
Judaism.  If you’re thinking about applying, and aren’t sure if the Fellowship is for you, please 
get in touch with Anna to chat it over on 020 7724 2266.

The UK Fellows will join Fellows from the US, Canada 
and Australia on an immersive eight day journey in Israel 
and the West Bank.

      The fellowship has connected 
me with inspiring actors who are 
working to create change on the 
ground, and an international 
community of people committed 
to supporting a just and 
democratic vision for Israel. 

Gabi Gershuny
2018/19 Fellow

check out our 2018 itinerary here.

https://www.newisraelfund.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Itinerary-for-2018-Study-Tour.pdf


Fellowship Commitments

On returning to the UK, Fellows act as ambassadors for NIF throughout the year, and receive 
skills training and one-on-one support as they channel their knowledge and experience to 
bring our message to the wider Jewish community.

Fellows are supported in their commitment to:

Produce four projects, individually  or jointly, to promote NIF’s message in the wider 
Jewish community.

             Work with the other Fellows to create a                
             culminating project encapsulating the 
knowledge and experiences gained into an effective 
resource or initiative in support of NIF’s work. 

                Volunteer around, and host a table at,          
                our major annual fund-raising event, the 
Human Rights Awards Dinner on Sunday 3 
November 2019. Fellows will receive a free ticket to 
the Dinner. 

              Be an active member of the NIF community, through attending events put on for our  
              supporters in their 20s and 30s, bringing your networks to events, supporting other 
Fellows in their projects, and networking to grow engagement and build support for NIF 
in the UK Jewish community. 

This could include organising an event, writing 
an op-ed or blog, giving a talk in a synagogue, 
at Limmud, or another community setting, 
creating a resource, running a campaign, or 
more – let your imagination guide you! 
We will provide guidance and support, make 
visiting speakers from Israel available to you for 
events, and, of course, cover costs. Each fellow 
is encouraged to focus on the issues in which 
they are most interested, and work through the 
channel with which they are most comfortable.

Culminating project of the 2017/18 Fellowship: a photographic 
exhibit showcasing the work of NIF partner Tag Meir

2018/19 Fellow Zahava Lever presenting an award at NIF's 
Human Rights Awards Dinner 2018

Event organised by 2018/19 Fellow Tash Lever 
featuring Tash in conversation with Mizrachi 

feminist activist Shula Keshet



Seminars and Skills Training
During the year we will run Seminars providing skills and knowledge training as follows:

Sunday 30 June 2019: 
Introduction to the New Israel Fund and our work

  
Sunday 22 September 2019:

Community Organising
 

Sunday 8 December 2019: 
Events Organising and Campaigning

 
Sunday 9 February 2020: 

Communication 
 

Sunday 15 March 2020:
Facilitated planning session for culminating project 

 
Sunday 14 June 2020: 

Closing seminar  

 Community Organising training with Matt Plen 

The Fellowship Co-ordinator will also run monthly 45-minute online calls for updating, planning 
and reflection as Fellows work on their commitments. These seminars and calls are a core part 
of the Fellowship.

Application & Cost
The application deadline is                                        Applications should be made through our 
online application form on our website.
 
 
 

CLICK HERE FOR OUR ONLINE APPLICATION FORM

Monday 18th March.

The Fellowship is supported by generous sponsors 
including The Fisch Family Trust in Memory of Regina 
and Robert Lewin. We ask Fellows to make a contribution 
of £500, which can be paid in monthly instalments for up 
to 24 months (£20.80 per month over 24 months). The 
cost includes the study-tour in Israel, but not flights or 
travel insurance. We do not want cost to be a barrier to 
participation, so please contact us if you would need an 
additional bursary to participate. 
 
 

If you have any questions at all about the Fellowship, please get in touch with our 
Fellowship Co-Ordinator, Anna Roiser, on 020 7426 2266 or anna@uknif.org. 

       Thank you for investing 
in me and helping me 
witness what I needed to 
witness to stand on the right 
side of history from here 
going forward.

Sophie Hearne 
2017/18 US Fellow

        During our trip, we listened and 
learnt, then back in the UK we were 
given to tools to translate these 
experiences into events and action. 
I would 100% do it again.

Tash Lever
2018/19 Fellow

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdB6SKqeApCpsjNKK2H-rrrTeC1vh6Qz5KGvGK_IiCbTxSDow/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdB6SKqeApCpsjNKK2H-rrrTeC1vh6Qz5KGvGK_IiCbTxSDow/viewform

